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Explanatory Notes 


Introduction 


This publication contains regional estimates of 
the Queensland civilian labour force derived from 
the labour force survey part of the monthly 
population survey. 


Background information on the dissemination of 
regional labour force statistics is provided in 
the Information Paper "Release of Regional Labour 
Force Statistics" (Catalogue No. 6262.0). 


More | detailed statistics relating to 
Queensland, Brisbane Statistical Division, and the 
rest of Queensland are published quarterly in "The 
Labour Force" (Catalogue No. 6201.3) which is 
available on request. 


Data for each region from January 1983 are 
shown in the November 1984 issue of this 


publication. 
The Population Survey 


The survey is based on a multi-stage area 
sample of private dwellings and non-private 
dwellings (hotels, motels, etc.) and usually 
covers Slightly more than two-thirds of 1 per cent 
of the population of Queensland. The information 
is obtained from the occupants of selected 
dwellings by carefully chosen and specially 
trained interviewers. The interviews are 
generally conducted during a period of two weeks 
beginning on the Monday between the 6th and 12th 
of each month. The information obtained relates 


to the week before the interview (i.e. the survey 


week ). 
Scope 


The labour force survey includes al? persons 
aged 15 years and over except: 


(a) members of the permanent defence forces; 

(b) certain diplomatic personnel of overseas 
governments, customartiy excluded from 
Census and estimated populations; 

(c) overseas visitors holidaying in Australia; 
and 

{d) members of non-Australian defence forces 
(and their dependants) stationed in 
Australia. 


Definitions 


The labour force category to which a person is 
assigned depends on his actual activity (i.e. 
whether working, looking for work, etc.) during 
the survey week. The following definitions, which 
conform closely to the international standard 


definitions specified by the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO), relate only to those persons 
within the scope of the survey. 


Employed persons comprise al] those aged 15 years 


and over who, during the survey week: 


(a} worked for one hour or more for pay, 
profit, commission, or payment in kind in 
a job or business, or on a farm (including 
employees, employers, and self-employed 
persons); or 

(b) worked for 15 hours or more without pay in 
a family business or on a farm (i.e. 
unpaid family helpers); or 

(c) were employees who had a job but were not 
at work and were: on paid leave; on leave 
without pay for less than four weeks up to 
the end of the survey week; stood down 
without pay because of bad weather or 
plant breakdown at their place of employ- 
ment for less than four weeks up to the 
end of the survey week; on strike or 
locked out; on workers’ compensation and 
expected to be returning to their job; or 
receiving wages or salary while under- 
taking full-time study; or 

(d) were employers or self-employed persons 
who had a job, business, or farm, but were 
not at work. 


Unemployed persons are those aged 15 years and 


over who were not employed during the survey week, 
and: 


(a) had actively looked for ful)-time or 
part-time work at any time in the four 
weeks up to the end of the survey week 
and: 

{i) were available for work in the 
survey week, or would have been 
available except for temporary 
illness (i.e. lasting for Jess than 
four weeks to the end of the survey 
week}; or : 

(ii) were waiting to start a new job 
within four weeks from the end of 
the survey week and would have 
started in the survey week if the 
job had been available then; or 


{b) were waiting to be called back to a full- 
time or part-time job from which they had 
been stood down without pay for less than 
four weeks up to the end of the survey 
week (including the whole of the survey 
week) for reasons other than bad weather 
or plant breakdown. 


Actively looking for work includes writing, 
telephoning, or applying in person to an employer 
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Definitions (continued) 


for work; answering a newspaper advertisement for 
a job; checking factory or Commonwealth Employment 
Service noticeboards; being registered with the 
Commonwealth Employment Service; checking or 
registering with any other employment agency, 
advertising or tendering for work; and contacting 
friends or relatives. 


The unemployment rate for any group is the number 
unemployed expressed as a percentage of the labour 
force (i.e. employed plus unemployed) in the same 
group. 


Duration of unemployment is the period from the 
time the person began looking for work or was laid 
off to the end of the survey week. Thus the 
survey measures current (and continuing) periods 
of unemployment rather than completed spells. For 
persons who may have begun looking for work while 
still employed, the duration of unemployment is 
defined as the period from the time the person 
last worked full-time for two weeks or more to the 
end of the survey week. Periods of unemployment 
are recorded in complete weeks and this results in 
a slight understatement of duration. 


Median duration of unemployment is the duration 
which divides unemployed persons into two equal 
groups, one comprising persons whose duration of 
unemployment is above the median and the other 
comprising persons whose duration is below it. 


The labour force comprises a1] persons who, during 
the survey week, were employed or unemployed, as 
defined above. 


The labour force participation rate for any group 
is the labour force expressed as a percentage of 
the civilian population aged 15 years and over in 
the same group. 


Persons not in the labour force are those who, 
during the survey week, were not in the categories 
employed or unemployed as defined. This category 
therefore includes persons who were keeping house 
(unpaid), attending an educational institution 
{e-g. school or university), retired or volun- 
tarily inactive, permanently unable to work, 
inmates of institutions, trainee teachers, members 
of contemplative religious orders, and persons 
whose only activity during the survey week was 
jury service or unpaid voluntary work for a 
charitable organisation, provided they had not 
actively looked for work in the four weeks up to 
the end of the survey week, and: 


Occupation classification. 


(a) in the survey week: 
(i) were without a job, business, or 
farm; or 
(if) had worked for less than one hour for 
pay, profit, commission, or payment 
in kind; or 
(iii) had worked for less than 15 hours 
without pay in a family business or 
on a farm; or 


(b) had been stood down without pay for four 


weeks or more up to the end of the survey 
week. 


Industry classification. Industry is classified 
according to the Australian Standard Industrial 
Classification (ASIC), 1983. 


Occupation has been 
classified according to the Classification and 
Classified List of Occupations, revised June 1981. 


Regions. Labour force regions are based on 
statistical divisions or groupings of statistical 
divisions. 


The Brisbane Statistical Division (B.S.D.) 
Region is divided into the Brisbane City (Inner 
Suburbs and Outer Suburbs) and Balance of B.S.D. 
Regions. The Moreton Region is the Moreton 
Statistical Division; the Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling 
Downs Region is the Wide Bay-Burnett and Darling 
Downs Statistical Divisions; and the 
Mackay/Fitzroy Region is the Mackay and Fitzroy 
Statistical Divisions. 


The North and Western Queensland Region 
comprises the North-West, Far North, Northern, 
Central-West, and South-West Statistical Divisions 
and the North Queensland Region combines the 
Far North and Northern Statistical Divisions. 


The Brisbane Statistical Division comprises the 


Cities of Brisbane, Ipswich, Logan, and Redcliffe, 


the Shire of Redland, and parts of the Shires of 
Albert, Beaudesert, Caboolture, Moreton, and Pine 
Rivers. 


Maps delineating the regions are included on 
pages 5 and 6. A listing of Brisbane City suburbs 
is contained on page 7. 


Population Benchmarks 


Labour force survey estimates are calculated in 
such a way as to add to the independently 
estimated distribution of the population aged 15 
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Population Benchmarks (continued) 


years and over by age and sex. This procedure 
compensates for under-enumeration in the survey 
and leads to more reliable estimates. Since 
regular estimates of the population are not 


available at the regional level, the State 
benchmarks were used to produce regional 
estimates. This methodology assumes a common 


pattern of under-enumeration at the regional tevel 
and also ensures that regional estimates add to 
the State totals. 


As regional benchmarks are not used in the 
estimation procedures, regional estimates of the 
civilian population aged 15 years and over are not 
available. Although these figures can be derived 
by addition they should not be used as they cannot 
be regarded as being reliable. 


Reliability of the Estimates. 


As with other labour force survey estimates, 
regional estimates are subject to sampling error 
and non-sampling error. {See Technical Notes 
pages 21-23.) Since regional estimates for 
particular labour force characteristics are 
components of corresponding estimates at the State 
level, they are subject to higher relative 
standard errors. As noted above, the use of 
regional benchmarks in the estimation of regional 
estimates is not possible. 


For these reasons, users should note that 
regional estimates may be more volatile than 
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corresponding State estimates and thus their use 
should be restricted to that of providing snapshot 
information at 2 given point in time. They should 
not be regarded as reliable indicators of short- 
term (monthly) movements. 


Related Publications 


Users may also wish to refer to the following 
publications which are available on request: 


"Indicators of Business Activity” (1303.3) 
"Monthly Summary of Statistics" (1304.3) 
"The Labour Force" (6201.3) 

Information Paper "Questionnaires Used in the 
Labour Force Survey" (6232.0) 

Information Paper “Release of Regional Labour 
Force Statistics” (6262.0) 


All publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the "Catalogue of Publications" (Catalogue No. 
1101.0) which is available from any ABS Office. 


Symbols and Other Usages 


oe Not applicable. 

* Subject to sampling variability too high for 
most practical uses. (See Technical Notes 
pages 21-23 regarding reliability of the 
estimates. } 


Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between sums of the component items and 
totals. 


D. N. ALLEN 
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Eight Mile Plains 
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Diagram 1 - Unemployment Rates (a) in Brisbane Statistical Division, Inner Suburbs, Outer Suburbs, 
Balance of Brisbane Statistical Division, and Queensland, January 1983 to February 1985 
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(a) The unemployed in each group as a percentage of the civilian labour force in the same group. 


Diagram 2 - Unemployment Rates (a) in Moreton, Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling Downs, Fitzroy/Mackay, North and 


Wastern Queensland, and Nerth Queensland, January 1983 to February 1985 
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(a) The unemployed in each group as a percentage of the civilian labour force in the same group. 
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Diagram 3 - Participation Rates (a) in Brisbane Statistical Division, Inner Suburbs, Outer Suburbs, 
Balance of Brisbane Statistical Division, and Queensland, January 1983 to February 1985 
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Diagram 4 - Participation Rates (a) in Moreton, Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling Downs, Fitzroy/Mackay, North and 
Western Queensland, and North Queensland, January 1983 to February 1985 
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Table 1 - Labour Force Status of the Civilian Population Aged 15 Years and Over in Labour Force Regions, 
Queensland, December 1984 to February 1985 and December 1983 to February 1984 


Unemployed Total labour force 


Employed 
Number | Unemployment Number | Participation 
rate (a) rate (b) 


December 1984 


Region 


Brisbane Statistical Division ... 
Brisbane City eecscsssceccccece 239.6 
150.2 118.0 
169.3 121.6 
158.8 114.6 
MOTeton ccccscvecccsccvccccosover 123.4 116.3 
Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling Downs «+ 136.8 109.0 
Fitzroy (Mackay cescssccecncensses 97.7 76.0 
North and Western Queensland «ses 172.7 116.9 
North Queenstand ssoosecesccens 138.6 16.9 92.9 


damuary 1985 


Brisbane Statistical Division ... 


Brisbane City .«. 244.5 
Inner Suburbs . 122.0 
Outer Suburbs socseccecenccee 122.5 

Balance OF BaSsDe seceveccssees 121.5 

Moreton soccccccccecccscvcccssence 119.0 
Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling Downs «e 108.9 
Fitzroy (Mackay ccocsscecssccccees 73.8 
North and Western Queenstand . 112.3 

133.3 61. ‘9 95.4 


North Queensland sesccascccsees 


February 1985 


Total Queensland seseevessee 


Brisbane Statistical Division se. 


Brisbane City scccsccceccecsses 240.9 
Inner Suburbs sees eeeee 124.8 
Outer Suburbs coveseceeccoece 116.1 

Balance of BeS.De vee soeee 111.3 

MOPeton cacccrvovccesenscsncccces 121.3 
Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling Downs .- 111.2 
Fitzroy /Mackay escoscesvvcccscesce 71.8 
North and Western Queensland ose. 103.0 

87.9 


North Queensland cscccccssceces 


Total Queensland eecsesscese 
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Table 1 ~- Labour Force Status of the Civilian Population Aged 15 Years and Over in Labour Force Regions, 
Queenstand, December 1984 to February 1985 and December 1983 to February 1984 (continued) 


Unemployed 


Number 


Employed 


Region Unemp] oyment 


rate (a) 


Participation 
rate (b) 


Brisbane Statistical Division ... 


Brisbane City wccsecesncsecccce 238.2 
126. 

112. 

104. 

MOPETON cececeveccccccevnevcccees 114.8 
Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling Downs .. 99.0 
Fitzroy /Mackay socvccescesccccees 68.3 
North and Western Queensland oe. 109.0 
North Queensland sccsesseccoees 87.0 


Total Queensland seesssseeee 


January 1984 


Brisbane Statistical Division ... 59.5 - 
Brisbane City eressecesvesesoce 309.4 58.8 243. 
Inner Suburbs .« seercces 154.3 58.0 125.9 
Outer Suburbs secasvecccccsce 155.1 59.6 117.6 
Balance of B.S.D. . . 151.2 60.9 109.5 
MOretONn eovecccceccescsccccccces 135.7 56.6 119.4 
Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling Downs .. 141.0 60.6 101.0 
Fitzroy (Mackay seccccccccscvncces 11.7 61.5 70.4 
North and Western Queensland -.e. 146.2 59.6 109.2 
North Queensland secsevscccseee 108.2 58.6 86.3 


February 1984 


Brisbane Statistical Division ... 60.5 
Brisbane City sececcscccanccces 317.6 59.7 238.0 
Inner Suburbs « ooecceses 154.0 57.6 125. 
Outer Suburbs cescssevecveace 163.6 61.8 112.4 
Balance of BoS.De «ove 158.7 62.2 107. 
MOreton seccevcccevvvcccce .- 135.5 57.6 116.8 
Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling Downs .. 61.3 102.5 
Fitzroy Mackay caccccccnccccccsne 61.6 69.3 
North and Western Queensland ese. 61.3 103.1 
North Queensland seccecasscaene 14.9 125.8 60.2 83.0 


Total Queensland seseccceres 


{a) The number of unemployed in each group as a percentage of the labour force in the same groupe 
(b) The labour force in each group as a percentage of the civilian population aged 15 years and over in 
the same group. 
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Table 2 - Labour Force Status of the Civilian Population Aged 15 Years and Over fn Labour Force Regions 
by Sex and Age Group, Queensland, December 1984 to February 1985 


Unemployed Total labour force 
Employed 


jer Number { Participation 
rate (b) 


Unemp] oyment 
rate (a) 


Particulars 


December 1984 
MaTeS ccsccccccvecrsccncssvecece 
FEMaTeS coccccrvcnrecsscincsocce 
PEYSONS seovercereccvosccevece 
January 1985 
Males cesccevecsccaccccccecosces 
Females seccccencncccscccssveces 
Persons aervcesencccvscsossece 
February 1985 
MaleS scoscunvcssccsasccccvnsecs 
Females «+ 
PErSONS sevecsscsessccccescere 
Age group 
15-24 years ccovcecccvcces 
15-19 years evscccccsses 
20-24 years escccoseeces 
25-44 YEAS cocccccescener 


45 years and over ceocesece 
Average for 3 months ended 
February 1984 .. 
February 1985 cscccsssccccccoees 
December 1984 
MATES coccvccccessencevesssceees 7667 
FemaleS scccssssccvecccscencsecs 163.0 
Persons sescccccevscvcsnccsecs 239.6 
January 1985 
MATES secccccscccncvenvecsescces 77.8 
Females scccccccscscosusenceccos 166.7 
PEYSONS cocccevecevcsccncocece 244.5 
February 1985 
MalES cococsncsvencctcctocasorecs 76.5 
164.4 
PEYSONS cooernsrsencrccasesone 240. 
Age group 
15-24 years cacevaccevecee 36.4 
15-19 years seocveonccone 25.8 
20-24 years ceccscccceee 10.6 
25-44 YEAS cacevccvencoee 48.4 
45 years and over sessesses 156. 
Average for 3 months ended 
February 1984 .secccscccesscsece 233.9 
241.7 


February 1985 covccsccccccsccsce 
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Table 2 - Labour Force Status of the Civilian Population Aged 15 Years and Over in Labour Force Regions 
by Sex and Age Group, Queensland, December 1984 to February 1985 (continued) 


Unemp1 oyed Total labour force 
Employed 


Unemp1 oyment Number | Participation 


rate (a) 
"000 


Particulars force 


December 1984 


MalOS cevccccccccrosccvccccenace 37.9 

Females cervecveccccccccossccencs 80.1 

PEYSONS ececercccvcvsccseorece 118.0 
January 1985 

MaleS secccanvcccccccnsseceseses 40.0 

FemaleS sccveccsvecscsccsevcsves 81.9 

PErSONS cevcccesccncccccvvsces 122.0 
February 1985 

MaleS evcccesccvencccccsceserece 40.3 

Females ooee 84.5 

PErSONS seoscsecseecceccvescer 124.8 

Age group 

15-24 years ssvvcccccevene 17.8 

15-19 years sevecvecenes 11.0 

6.8 

20.0 

45 years and over secesecs 87.0 

Average for 3 months ended 
February 1984 .cccccvccccccvvcee 125.9 
February 1985 ssccocvcreenccves 121.6 


December 1984 


Mal@S scccccccecccccereccccccsee 102.8 
Females cscccsreccene 66.4 
PEYSONS ecocesececcvecsscceues 169.3 
Jamary 1985 
Males seee 104.2 
Females esse 62.7 
Persons e+ 166.9 
February 1985 
MaleS seecccvcccscccarvcccvevecs 104.5 
65-1 
169.6 
42.0 
15-19 years « oe 17.5 
20-24 years . oe 24.5 
25-44 years eevcccecccvees 78.4 
45 years and over eecevese 49.2 
Average for 3 months ended 
February 1984 ccrvencccccccsevece 161.8 
February 1985 ssscccvsccccvevese 168.6 
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Table 2 ~ Labour Force Status of the Civilian Population Aged 15 Years and Over in Labour Force Regions 
by Sex and Age Group, Queensland, December 1984 to February 1985 {contimied) 


Unemployed Total labour force 
Employed 


Nurber | Unemployment Number | Participation 
rate (b) 


rate (a) 
Balance of Brisbane Statistical Division 


Particulars 


December 1984 


Mal€S ceccssencvcccsccvsccvccees 27.9 
Females ssccece 86.7 
PEPSONS esccccecccccsccesesses 114.6 
January 1985 
Males cccnccccescccacvscnvccsene 30.0 
Females ecscscensevscccevccscves 91.5 
PEPSONS scsccssccnacsccevenses 121.5 
February 1985 
MaleS cvccccovencscccscccesccens 2743 
Females +. 84.0 
PETSONS scccesecevecsccsvesens 111.3 
Age group 
15-24 Years esecvcasecsess 15.8 
15-19 years coccecscoves 10.2 
20-24 Years eovcccsoccer 5.6 
25~44 years svocsseece 39.7 
45 years and over oe 55.8 
Average for 3 months ended 
February 1984 «see 107.1 
February 1985 sssccsccccvencvece 115.8 
Moreton 
December 1984 
MATES scccecevccvvescccvsccovons 38.9 
Females ceccescsccccencnccsecess 7704 
PErsONS cerccscvccccsvecvvccee 116.3 
January 1985 
MAES cccccccovesceccccensecence 39.0 
Females eeccesee 80.0 
PELSONS eoccccveccccssovcceces 119.0 
February 1985 
MaleS secccccccscccscnsscccesene 41.3 
80.0 
PErSanS eovccoscvneccccccvvces 121.3 
Age group 
15-24 years eoccccccenccee 13.1 
15-19 years secccccvaces 7.4 
5.8 
24.3 
45 years and Over seeseses 83.8 
Average for 3 months ended 
February 1984 cccccercecesceccee 117.0 
118.9 


February 1985 scsscevecccvesecce 


Table 2 - Labour Force Status of the Civilian Population Aged 15 Years and Over in Labour Fo 


by Sex and Age Grou 


15 


rce Regions 
P, Queenstand, December 1984 to February 1985 (continued) 


Particulars 


December 1984 


MaleS secvcccseesesovavcccccccce 


January 1985 


Males ccecsceccvcccssoncvcccsece 


FemaleS scccccscevccsecccceccose 

Persons eessccssccvesscececsce 
February 1985 

HATS censcvcccvescccccccsccsece 


Females esccceces 


POYSONS sceccccesoscsccceccsce 
Age group 

15-24 years coccccescccces 

15-19 years sooo 

20-24 years wees 

25-44 years sesaes 

45 years and Over seccssee 


Average for 3 months ended 
February 1984 ccccccsccscccsecce 
February 1985 seccscsccccccceses 


December 1984 


MaleS sscscverscccccccccncccecce 


Females ssocesses 


PErsONnS sevsesccveccccsccccece 
January 1985 
Male@S ccccvevvccccccccccssccccce 


Females we 


PEYSONS cecceececvccscsscceses 


February 1985 


Persons esesess 
Age group 

15-24 years secccccsccccee 

15-19 years sees 

20-24 years cee 

25-44 years sevesece 

45 years and over cccceees 


Average for 3 months ended 
February 1984 ceccsececccsccones 
February 1985 ceccccccccvcercees 


Unemp]oyment Participation 
rate (a) rate (b) 
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Table 2 - Labour Force Status of the Civilian Population Aged 15 Years and Over in Labour Force Regions 
by Sex and Age Group, Queensland, December 1984 to February 1985 (contimed) 


Particulars 


Emp] oyed 


Unemployed Total labour force 
Unemp1] oyment Participation 


rate (a) rate (b) 


December 1984 


Males .. 33.2 
Females eessee 77.7 
Persons soos se naccenecce 110.9 
January 1985 
MaleS cavcnccsccccccccvecccsscee 32.2 
Females ceasseccccscccsscevcccose 80.0 
PEPSONS csecccvceccsccccersese 112.3 
February 1985 
MaleS cacccecccscccccccsccvccoss 29.3 
FemaleS eccseccceacnccccccansass 73.7 
PErsONS ccscccevcccrscccencees 103.0 
Age group 
15-24 years cocccee 17.0 
15-19 years .. 10.2 
20-24 years wssevee 6.8 
25-44 years ssccceees 31.6 
45 years and over sovceees 54.4 
Average for 3 months ended 
February 1984 .cccccsecccscecccee 107.1 
108.7 


February 1985 cccccsccccecccsces 


December 1984 


POYrSONS secovcvcccccesccvenves 


January 1985 
Male@S secccccvececcsccccsceccss 


eeee 


PEPSONS sececccseccccvccscncce 
February 1985 
Males eases 


reese ee rerreny 


Persons eesoscesece 
Age group 

15-24 years eseccccscccees 

15-19 years .. 

20-24 years . 

25-44 Years cesses 

45 years and over esecscee 


Average for 3 months ended 
February 1984 .cccvsccceccesves 
February 1985 seccnsevccsseseses 
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Table 2 - Labour Force Status of the Civilian Population Aged 15 Years and Over in Labour Force Regions 


by Sex and Age Group, Queensland, December 1984 to February 1985 (continued) 


® 
Particulars Unemp] oyment Participation 
rate (a) rate (b) 
4 
Total Queensland 
December 1984 
Mal€S cccccvevcccevscncsscssenes 636.0 705.6 7565 229.1 
g Females sseccssecccveccccessesce 372.8 414.7 43.6 537.3 
PErSONS ceceescccvcvcevevceses| 1,008.7 1,120.3 766.5 
| January 1985 
| | Mal@S evccecseveccesceseeccscces 627.0 706.7 229.2 
FemaleS aceccsececescvccscevoese 359.3 402.7 42.2 550.8 
PEYSONS eevesscccncccscscccere 986.3 1,109.4 780.0 
ty February 1985 
MaleS ccecccccecsscvevcencoesses 631.6 708.7 228.7 
Females eoses 373.0 424.2 44.4 530.8 
PEPSONS cescccssccccesccccases| 1,004.6 1,132.8 759.5 
Age group 
15-24 years eececcecccvee 249.1 315.4 112.2 
a 15-19 years seaccceccene 102.2 141.0 65.7 73.5 
20-24 Years eoccvccccees 146.8 174.4 81.9 38.7 
25-44 years cesses 511.9 558.7 74.5 191.4 
45 years and over esseoses 243.7 25867 455.9 
: Average for 3 months ended 
February 1984 ccsscescccccccscse| 1,002.7 1,114.8 741.3 


: February 1985 cccsccccccccvceves 999.9 1,120.8 


{a} The number of unemployed in each group as a percentage of the labour force in the same group. 
(b) The labour force in each group as a percentage of the civilian population aged 15 years and over in 
the same group. 
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Table 3 - Labour Force Status of the Civilfan Population Aged 15 Years and Over by Labour Force Region 
as a Proportion of Total Queenstand, February 1984 and February 1985 
{per cent) 


Total 
labour force 


Region Emp] oyed Unemp]loyed 


February 1984 


Brisbane Statistical Division 47.2 45.3 
Brisbane City socceccccccsees 31.5 30.0 
Inner Suburbs ecscccesecees 15.3 14.2 


Outer Suburbs .. oe 16.2 15.8 
Balance of B.S.D. oe 15.7 15.3 
Moreton cecccccccccccescoescces 13.4 20.0 
Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling 
DOWNS soccsvevccscsceceveccees 14.6 12.8 
Fitzroy /Mackay sescccccsesecces 10.2 706 
North and Western Queensland .. 14.5 14.3 
North Queensiand secccseessee 11.0 13.0 
Total Queensland evssccess 100.0 100.0 


February 1985 


—— 


Brisbane Statistical Division 47.6 
Brisbane City cosssccscsecree 32.2 31.7 
Inner Suburbs «+ enees 15.3 16.4 
Outer Suburbs «+. cece 16.9 15.3 
Balance of B.S.D. . eens 15.4 14.7 
Moreton secccccccccccnccsvevces 12.4 16.0 

Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling 

DOWNS cevcccscccecvecccoversce 13.7 14.6 
Fitzroy Mackay cccccsccancesces 9.5 
13.6 


North and Western Queensland .- 
North Queensland «scoasesense 


Total Queensland seccecoes 


Table 4 = Employed Persons (a) by Occupation Group an 


~~ * = = 


Industry Division in Labour Force Regions, Gucensiaid, Febriiary 174 
('000) 


Brisbane Statistical Division 


North and 


Wide 


Total 


Bay- Fitzroy Western Qld 
Particulars Balance Moreton| Burnett | Mackay Qid 
Inner Outer of Darling North 
Suburbs | Suburbs B.S.De Downs Qid Total 


Occupation Group 


Professional, technical, @tC. sesssesece 
Administrative, executive, managerfal .-- 
Clerical oe» 
Sales ceccecccrccscnvncerenscscvesecesee 
Farmers, fishermen, timber-getters, etc. 
Transport and communication sccseseesece 
Tradesmen, production-process workers, 
and Tabourers, me@eCe (Db) covccecvseece 
Service, sport, and recreation sececsese 


Total employed secesecececencrcseves 


Agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting * 2 17.9 84.6 
LLY eee ee eee ere er er 2.7 5 * 19.0 
Manufacturing cescccenvscsccesccccencves 28.0 1 14.5 131.3 
Electricity, gas, and water ssaeoe . 2.5 * 
Construction cescceccescvserccs . 14.9 7. 9.9 
Whotesale and retail trade ...- ° 36.9 17. 28.2 
Transport and storage cevscceses . 9.2 10. 8.8 
Communication eececescvvecccvcererervere 3.7 * 
Finance, property, and business services §.3 6. 9.7 
Public administration and defence serves 769 4. 722 
Community services eacescccessceenvevese 3.7 12. 20.7 
8.0 en ae 


Recreation, personal, and other services 


Total employed sserevsecsrecvevcvece 


Wage and salary @arnersS secsssecsccevers 


OCHEr sacecvencencnseveccescressucesveecs 


{a) Civilians aged 15 years and over. (b) Including miners, quarrymen, and related workers. 
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Table 5 - Unemployed Persons by Duration of Unemployment (a) in Labour Force Regions, Queensland, 
December 1984 to February 1985 and December 1983 to February 1984 


Region 


Brisbane Statistical Division escee. 
Brisbane City ocevcecseveccceseses 


Inner SUDULDS eosccsccesesccecey 14.0 
Outer Suburbs .. eo vcescece 9.0 
Balance of BeSeDe oes seeveee 17.0 
Moreton seovececsceccees rere 22.0 
Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling Downs «++. 14.0 
Fitzroy Mackay cecccesevcccceccvevee * 
12.0 


North and Western Queensland esceses 
North Queensland cesercecerccceees 


Total. Queensland svecsveccevses 


Brisbane Statistical Division esses. 
Brisbane City oe. 


Inner Suburbs ..- 12.0 
Outer Suburbs ..- 8.1 
Balance of B.S.D. « 16.0 
Moreton soccscccncccsvcseanccecss 21.1 
Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling Downs « 18.0 
Fitzroy Mackay csccsscccessccece * 
10.0 


North and Western Queensland «-.ees6 
North Queensland secovscesvescsoee 


Total Queensland ccscescocevors 


Brisbane Statistical Division «ese. 


Brisbane City ccccccscccacevceccse 15.0 
21.0 

12.0 

23.1 

MOPeton svvccscccscosscvccevcesosecs 14.0 
Wide Bay-Burnett/Darling Downs «++. 24.0 
Fitzroy Mackay ecccccccccccsccseness * 
13.0 


North and Western Queensland .ececee 
North Queensland eocccccesccsveces 


Total Queensland oecsscccessses 


{a) See Explanatory Notes. 
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Technical Notes 


Estimation Procedure 


The labour force estimates are derived from the 
monthly population survey and are calculated in 
such a way as to add to the independently 
estimated distribution of the population aged 15 
years and over by age and sex. This procedure 
compensates for under-enumeration in the survey 
and leads to more reliable estimates. 


Since regular estimates of the population are 
not available at the regional level, the State 
benchmarks were used to produce regional 
estimates. This methodology assumes a common 
pattern of under-enumeration at the regional level 
and also ensures that regional estimates add to 
the State totals. 


Reliability of the Estimates 


As with other labour force survey estimates, 


regional estimates are subject to sampling error 


and non-sampling error. Since regional estimates 
for particular labour force characteristics are 
components of corresponding estimates at the State 
Jevel, they are subject to higher relative 
standard errors. As noted above, the use of 
regional benchmarks in the estimation of regional 
estimates is not possible. 


For these reasons, users should note that 
regional estimates may be more volatile than 
corresponding State estimates and thus they should 
not be regarded as reliable indicators of short- 
term (monthly) movements. 


The sampling error is a measure of the 
variability that occurs by chance because a 
sample, rather than the entire population, is 
surveyed. Since the estimates in this publication 
are based on information obtained from occupants 
of a sample of dwellings, the estimates and the 
movements derived from them are subject to 
sampling variability; that is, they may differ 
from the figures that would have been produced if 
all dwellings had been included in the survey. 
One measure of the likely difference is given by 
the standard error which indicates the extent to 
which an estimate might have varied by chance 
because only a sample of dwellings was included. 
There are about two chances in three that a sample 
estimate will differ by less than one standard 
error from the figure that would have been 
obtained if all dwellings had been included and 
about 19 chances in 20 that the difference will be 
less than two standard errors. The standard error 
can also be expressed as a percentage of the 


estimate, and this is known as the relative 


standard error. 


Space does not allow for the separate 
indication of the standard errors of all estimates 


in this publication. Standard errors of estimates 
and monthly movements should be determined by 
using Tables A and B. 


The size of the standard error increases with 
the level of the estimate, so that the larger the 
estimate the larger the standard error. However, 
it should be noted that the larger the sample 
estimate the smaller will be the standard error in 
percentage terms. Thus, larger sample estimates 
will be relatively more reliable than smaller 
estimates. 


As the standard errors in Table A show, the 
smaller the estimate the higher is the relative 
standard error. Very small estimates are subject 
to such high standard errors (relative to the size 
of the estimate) as to detract seriously from 
their value for most reasonable uses. In the 
tables in this publication, estimates below the 
levels shown in Table A, and percentages based on 
such estimates, have not been included but are 
indicated by *. Although figures for these small 
components can in some cases be derived by 
subtraction, they should not be regarded as 
reliable. See text below concerning the higher 
publication cut-off point for estimates of median 
duration of unemployment. 


The movement in the level of an estimate is 
also subject to sampling variability. The 
standard error of the movement depends on the 
levels of the estimates from which the movement is 
obtained rather than the size of the movement. 
Standard errors of monthly movements are given in 
Table B. The estimates of standard error of 
Monthly movements apply only to estimates of 
movements between two consecutive months. 
Movements between corresponding months of 
consecutive quarters (quarterly movements), 
corresponding months of consecutive years (annual 
movements), and other non-consecutive months, will 
generally be subject to somewhat greater sampling 
variability than is indicated in Table B. 
Standard errors of quarterly movements can be 
obtained by multiplying the figures in Table B by 
1.4. Standard errors of all annual movements can 
be obtained by multiplying the figures in Table A 
by 1.4. When using Table A or Table B to 
calculate standard errors of movements, refer to 
the larger of the two estimates from which the 
movement ts derived. 


Examples of the calculation and use of standard 
errors are given in the ABS publication "The 
Labour Force" (Catalogue No. 6201.3). 


The relative standard errors of estimates of 
median duration of unemployment are obtained by 
first finding the relative standard error of the 
estimate of the total number of persons 


Table A ~ Standard Errors of Labour Force Estimates (a) 
peaieare—Crons of Labour Force Estimates (a) 


2 


aaa 
F Brisbane City Balance of Wide Bay- 
ae Brisbane Moret Burnett/ ELRET aN: ee ser en Queensland 
; Statistical Inner Outer tots) Statistical oretan Darling Mackay Gieensiand Queensland 
Size of Division Suburbs Suburbs ote Division Downs ah 
estimate 
Standard Standard Standard Standard Standard Standard Standard Standard Standard Standard Standard 
error error error error error error error error error error error 
No. % No. % No. No. % No. % No. % No. No. % No. % 
2, 500 580 |23.03} 570 610 (24.58 620 {24.67} 600 }24.12 
3,000 690 123.16 630 |21.08) 620 660 [22.12 680 122.58) 660 }22.08 750 )25.00 760 |25.41] 690 /23.16 
4,000 800 {19.91 730 {18.34 720 750 118.76 790 }19.64} 770 $19.21 870 21.75 880 /22.10] 400 |19.91 
5,000 880 {17.67 820 116.47| 810 830 116.52 880 17.64) 860 117.25 970 ]19.53 990 |19.35] 880 /17.67 
6,000 960 416.02 910 115.09| 890 990 114.90 970 16.16) 950 315.82 1,070 |17.90 |i,090 {18.19] 960 |16.02 
8,000 (1,090 (13.68 41,050 (13.15 1,040 1,010 |12.66 1,130 ]14.09/1,100 [18.78 1,250 /15.60 |1,270 115.85 1,090 13.68 
10,000 |1,210 112.09 11,180 li1.83 1,170 1,120 }11.17 1,270 |12.67]1,240 |12.38 1,400 714.03 /1,430 114.26 1, 20u 12.09 
20,000 11,630 | 8.14 1,710 | 8.53/1,690 1,520 | 7.61 1,830 | 9.1411,790 | 8.93 2,020 (10.12 12,050 | 10.28 1,650 | 8.14 
30,000 [1,930 | 6.42 [2,120 | 7.07 2,090 1,830 | 6.09 2,270 | 7.5612,220 | 7.39 2,510 | 837 12,550 | 8&5111,930 | 6.42 
40,000 2,160 | 5.40 2,470 | 6.18)2,440 2,090 } 5.21 2,650 | 6.6212,590 | 6.47 2,930 | 7.33 |2,980 | 7.45 2,160 | 5.40 
50,000 12,360 | 4.72 |2,790 | 5.57 2,750 2,310 | 4.62 2,990 | 5.97]2,920 | 5.84 3,316 | 6.61 |3,350 | 6.72 2,350 | 4.72 
100,000 }3,070 | 3.07 [4,060 } 4.06 4,010 3,200 | 3.20 4,350 | 4.35/4,250 | 4.25 4,810 | 4.81 14,900 | 4.89]3,050 | 3.07 
200,000 |3,930 } 1.96 5,940 | 2.97]5,870 4,450 | 2.22 6,890 | 3.4416,730 | 3.37 7,620 | 3.81 |7,160 | 3.58/3,950 | 1.96 


(a) Regional estimates 


smaller than those 


shown in this table are not published. 
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Technical Notes (continued) 


contributing to the estimate (see Table A) and 
then multiplying the figure so obtained by 2.0. 
The publication cut-off point for estimates of 
median duration of unemployment is 10,800 persons. 


The imprecision due to sampling variability, 
which is measured by the standard error, should 
not be confused with inaccuracies that may 
occur because of imperfections in reporting by 
respondents, errors made in collection such as in 


the recording and coding of data, and errors made 
in the processing of data. Inaccuracies of this 
kind are referred to as the non-sampling error, 
and they may occur in any enumeration, whether it 
be a full count or a sample. Every effort is made 
to reduce the non-sampling error to a minimum by 
careful design of questionnaires, intensive 
training and supervision of interviewers, and 
efficient operating procedures. 


Table B - Standard Errors of Estimates of Monthly Movements 


Balance 
of Bris- 
bane 
Statist- 
ical 
Division 


Brisbane Brisbane City 


Statist- 
ical Outer 
Division} Sub- Sub- 
urbs 


Size of 
larger 


estimate Total 


1,500 
1,800 
2,000 
2,500 
3,000 
4,000 
5,000 
6,000 
8,000 
10,000 
20,000 
30,000 
40,000 
50,000 
100,000 
200,000 


Wide Bay- 


Darling 
Downs 


640 
680 
760 
820 
880 
970 
1,050 
1,350 
1,580 
1,750 
1,900 
2,450 
3,150 


